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Thereisafriendly new faceat the Pealdand Visitor
Center thesedays! Abbey Reibel of Manteo cameon
board |ast fall asthe new bookstore manager and things
have been movin’ and shakin’ ever since. A stay-at-
home momfor nineyears, Abbey decided tojointhe
Refugeand apply her incredible organizationa skillsto
improving therefuge Vistor Center. Shehaslivedinthe
areafor over 20 yearsand wanted to make adifference
at oneof her favorite placesin eastern North Carolina.
Sheregularly ridesher horse, Phoenix, onAlligator
River Refuge and comesto the Pealdand Refuge
beaches each summer with her daughter. “Waverly
knowsthe Pealdand beach asthe* dice of heaven’
beach becausewe don’t think it can get any better than
thisl” shesays.

Abbey not only managesthe bookstore, but also helps
support other Refuge programs, especidly thevolunteer
program. Sincejoining therefugefamily in September,
Abbey hasrecruited anumber of Visitor Center volun-
teersand resident (workcamper) volunteers. Her warm
smileandinfectiouslaugh makethislittlelady hard to
say “no” to! Abbey saysher favoritething about the
jobisthe“social aspect.” “I enjoy being apart of
something | feel isimportant- conservation,” she
explans

Abbey hasacreative sidethat she'salso put to usefor
theRefuge. Shecreated “ Under the Sea” floatsfor the
Manteo and Stumpy Point Christmas paradesthisyear,
and she'scoordinating Wildfest to beheld thisfall.
Abbey will dso berepresentingthe Fishand Wildlife
Serviceat theLand of Beginningsfestiva (acultura
festival that madeitsdebut in March). Abbey has
channeled her creativity and lovefor childrenintothe
development of thefestival’s*“ Children’sFaire”

Abbey also spendsalot of her personal timewith
volunteers- becausesheisone! Shehasbeen heavily
involved withthe PTA at her daughter’sschool for
several years, and now servesasthevice president. “I
lovetodo anything with children, * sheexplains. “And
beinginvolved with theschool keepsmeinvolved with
thecommunity.”

What new adventures does she see on the horizon?
Abbey looksforward to improving the native plant
garden at the Pealdand Visitor Center; advocating for
the Fishand Wildlife Service on behaf of the Coastal
Wildlife Refuge Society; and recruitingmoreloca
volunteerstotheVistor Center staff. “I’veonly just
begun!” shesaysenthusiagticaly.

Join Today!
Become amember of the Coastal Wildlife Refuge Society.
Send a check with your annual membership; or volunteer
today to receive acomplmentary membership!

Regular - $10
Wildlife- $0
Donor - $200
Corporate- $600

Please make checks payableto CWRS and mail to:
Coastal Wildlife Refuge Society
POBox 1808
Manteo, NC 27954




Fighting Fire Far and Wide
Thefirecrew at Alligator River Refuge spent alarge
portion of last year traveling throughout the country to
fight fires. Greg Suszek assisted ashelicopter manager
inthe Boundary Waters CanoeAreaof Minnesota;
Cory Waters assisted asahelicopter manager inthe
Western Great Basin (in Montana, Utah, Nevadaand
Wyoming); and Eric Meekinswasin alarge muck fire
ontheAppalachacolaNational Forestin Florida. Tom
Crews, FireManagement Officer at Alligator River, was
sent out asaDivision Supervisor ontwofiresin
Nevada- oneat Desert Nationa Wildlife Refugeand the
other on Bureau of Land Management |ands 100 miles
north of LasVegas, between Death Valley National
Park.

For his leadership success on the Hurricane Katrina Response
Team, Fire Management Officer Tom Crewsreceived the

Southeast Region'sAll Risk Management Program Award.

Therewasplenty of firefighting actiontobehadin
eastern North Carolinaand southwestern Virginiaas
well. Many regional firesoccurredin heavy timber
blow-down areasresulting from Hurricane | sabel three
yearsago. Heavy timber, combined with unseasonably
dry conditionsand very wet and fragile soils, created
extremdly difficult conditionsinwhichtofight fire. Greet
Dismal Swamp Refuge Manager SuzanneBaird gave
refuge staff her utmost appreciation, “ Therefuge staff
from North Carolinawerekey e ementsinthe
successful containment of thefires, especidly withthe
uniqueflextracked tractorsand well-trained operators.”
Tim Craig, FireManagement Officer for Great Dismal
Swamp added, “ Without thelightwei ght, powerful
flextracksand skillful tractor operators, we could never
have held thesethreefiresto thelessthan 600 acretotal
areainwhichthey were contained.”

Field Biologists Find Red Wolf Pups
Theprimary socia structure of red wolvesissmply
defined asan extended family unit or "pack”. A typica
pack cons stsof fiveto eight members, whichincludesa
breeding adult pair and offspring of different years. The
pack isavery close-knit socia group. Infact, older
offspringwill often assist the breeding pair in pup rearing.
After ayear or two, young wolvesleavethe pack to
establishtheir ownfamily unit. Approximately 18-22
packsexistintherecovery zone, whichincludesDare,
Hyde, Tyrell, Beaufort and Washington counties.

Red wolvestend to form pair-bondsfor lifeand mate
onceayear in February. Pupsare born about 63 days
later inApril or May inwell-hidden densthat can be
located in hollow trees, stream banksand sand knalls.
Denshavea so beenfoundin holesdugintheground
near downed logsor forest debrispiles. 1n 2006, more
than 40 pupswerefound and successfully examined by
biologistsin thefive-county Red Wolf Recovery Zone.

Red Wolves Travel Far
TheAlligator River Nationa Wildlife Refuge Red Wolf
Recovery Program held two “ Far Traveler” teacher
workshopsin 2006. Theclasseswerefilled to capacity
with forma and non-formal educatorswho teach at sites
throughout North Carolina. Theseworkshopscan be
used towards North Carolina Environmental Education
certification requirements.

Theagendaincludesactivitiesfromthe Far Traveler”
curriculum. Withalittleimagination andingenuity, many
of thelessonscan betailored tofit audiences of al ages.
Theafternoon “track casting” field tripwith ared wolf
biologistiswhat participantsalwaysrefer to asthe
highlight of theworkshop. TheFar Traveler curriculum
canbefound on-lineat http://Amww.fws.gov/dligatorriver/
red%20wolf/rwee.html.



I[t's Raining Ducks!

FWS Photo.

Northern Pintails are one of many species that have shown up
at eastern North Carolina Refugesin large numbersthiswinter.

Although ducksmay not have beenraining fromthe sky,
they certainly were popping upinrecord numbersthis
winter. Mattamuskeet National Wildlife Refugere-
ported large numbersof Northern Pintail and Green
Winged Ted, while Pealdand Nationa Wildlife Refuge
saw record numbers of American Coot thiswinter.
Also present in record numbersat Pealdand werethe
American White Pelicans, whichwereupfroma
previoushigh of 41in 2004 to 110individualsrecorded
ontheChristmasBird Count. RefugeBiologist Dennis
Stewart reported, “ Pintail, Redhead, and [ American]
Coot are speciesoccuring during thewinter of 06/07 at
higher numbersthanin previousyearsAND it hasbeen

aredly great year for waterfowl ingenera.”

Wendy Stanton, Refuge Biologist at Pocosin Lakes,
saw large numbersof Snow Geese, TundraSwan, and
Ring-Necked Duck during aaeria flyover of Pungo
Lakein mid-December. “Not only did werecord the
highest numbersthisearly inthe season, but those
numbersremained high for alonger period of timethan
inpreviousyears,” shereported.

Allindl,it'sanexcitingtimetowatch birdsin eastern
North Carolina. Waterfowl typically stick around until
late March before retuning north to their breeding
grounds. For moreideasonwhereto bird watch,
check out therecently-completed Coastal Plain compo-
nent of theNorth CarolinaBirding Trail on-lineat
www.nchirdingtrail.org.

Pealdand Nationa Wildlife Refugealso offersfree

guided birding toursto the public every Friday morning
at 8:00 a.m. For moreinformation on thetours, please
call Speciaist Ann Marie Chapman at (252) 987-1118.

CAUTION: Road Work Ahead
It might be hard to believetoday, but inthe early 1990s,
refuge staff couldn’t driveto the Refuge Operations
Center onarainy day becausetheroadsonAlligator
River Refugewerein such bad shape. Today, much of
therefugeisaccessbleto the public through an extensive
network of well-maintained roads. Refuge maintenance
staff spend countless hoursgrading roadsthroughout
Alligator River to ensurethat visitorshave accessto the
refugefor avariety of recreationa opportunities,
including hunting, fishing, environmental education,
interpretation, wildlife observation and photography.
Thehard work of therefuge' sunsung heroeshasnot
goneunnoticed.

TheFedera HighwaysAdministration awarded the
Refugefundsto repair roads damaged by hurricanesin
1999 and 2003. Thefirst phase of the project
(completedin 2001- 2002) restored approximately 28
milesof roadsto pre-storm conditions. The second
phaseof thisproject will restore45 milesof roadsandis
dated to beginin September of thisyear. Oncethis
project iscompleted, all the major roadsfor public
access and management purposeswill betruly all-
weather roads. Therefugewill continueto maintain dirt
roadsannually, but thevast mgority of theroadswill be
grave.
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Equipment operator Bobby Govan picks apart an abandoned
crane that needs to be removed to facilitate a future road
improvement project funded by the Federal Highways
Administration.

Coastal Wildlife Refuge Society
Board Of Directors

Tom White, Jr. President (252)473-3512
Bob Webster, Vice President (252) 473-5233
Dru Ferrence, Secretary (252) 441-0510
Warren Davis, Treasurer (252) 261-2702
Bill Ackiss, Membership Chair (252) 255-0254

Stew Whittle, SalesChair (252) 255-0705




People Profile
“You nameit, we vedoneit.” Eric Craddock sumsup hiswork at Alligator River
Nationa Wildlife Refugewith hisstraightforward motto. A man of few words, Eric
isan equipment operator with animpressive set of skillswhoisalwaysready to
get thejob done.

Hegot hisstart running equipment for alogging company when hewas 18 years
old - hauling Atlantic white cedar out of what istoday Alligator River. In 1993,
Ericjoined thefirecrew at Alligator River, and he hasbeen movin’ and shakin’
ever since! He'smoved equipment from North Carolinaall over the east coast, including aharrowing tri ptoArkan&as
when he and aco-worker got some heavy equipment up and over amountain on anarrow road with steep sides.
Thankfully, helivedtotdl thetae!

AnnMarie Chapmaﬁ

When asked about hisfavoritething on thejob, Eric doesn’t hesitateto give hisanswer: “ People. Maintenanceisnot a
one-person job. Even when you changealight bulb, you need someoneto hold the ladder!”

Eric’'sfavoritehobby isfishing, and frequently theAlligator River crew comesinto work to find
fried rockfishfilletsfrom hismore successful ventures. Hehaslived inthe MannsHarbor

, community for 47 years, and raised ason who isabrick mason and adaughter whois studying
SEMS to beanurse. Healso spoilsasix year old grandchild at home.

= = “I neverthought I’ d end up closeto homeworking in the same placewhere| started out,” Eric

_ ,' sayswistfully withasmile. Hemay bepleased with hisjob at Alligator River, but he'sdefinitely

o1 . not the only one. Based on the camaraderie between him and his Refuge co-workers, thereare
- qwte afew peoplethat are glad he ended up where hedid!

Alligator River & Pealdand
National Wildlife Refuges

P. O. Box 1969

Manteo, North Carolina 27954

http:/Aww.fws.gov/dligatorriver

http:/AMww.fws.gov/peaidand
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